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Beaucaire, in Languedoc, to solicit the intervention of Pope
Gregory in the vexed question of the election of an emperor,
the Infante Ferdinand, Alfonso's eldest son, died at Ciudad
Real (25th July, 1275). Whether his son, according to the
Roman law, or his younger brother, according to the Visigothic
code, should be treated as his successor and heir to the crown
of Castile, was a question hotly debated, and was finally re-
ferred by Alfonso to the Cortes at Segovia in 1276. By the
king's own code of the Siete Partidas, the claims of his grandson
were paramount. Yet the assembly decided according to the
Visigothic law, in favour of his son Sancho; and Sancho was
immediately proclaimed heir to the throne of Spain,

Philip IV. of France, however, whose sister Blanche, the
widow of Ferdinand, was the mother of the disinherited
Infantes, took umbrage at this legislative decision, and promptly
declared war against Castile. No invasion actually took place ;
but the threatened appearance of the foe on the frontier was
the signal for domestic trouble. The young princes with their
mother, and Alfonso's own queen, Violante, fled to Aragon,
where they were kindly received at the court of Peter III.
Don Fadrique, a younger brother of the king, who was supposed
to have connived at the escape, was executed or assassinated
in his own palace at Burgos. Pope Nicholas III. menaced
Philip of France with excommunication if he interfered in the
family quarrel. But while Sancho, the recognised heir to
Castile, with the assistance of his own mother, a refugee at
Saragossa, was making a treaty with Peter of Aragon (1281),
for the conquest and division of French Navarre, Alfonso was
at Bayonne making a treaty with Philip of France for the
partial disinheritance of the same Sancho in favour of the
Infantes, his grandsons. And the result of the several negotia-
tions was war between the father and son, between Alfonso the
King, and Sancho the Prince Royal of Castile, quite after the
good old fashion of their royal ancestors.

The nobles, of course, took the part of the rebel son, who
allied himself with Peter of Aragon and Dionysius of Portugal,
and having obtained the support of the grand masters of
Santiago and Calatrava, was able to treat the king his father
with becoming insolence and contempt. He assumed the
royal style and title, and even summoned a Cortes to meet at
Valladolid, which pronounced Alfonso deposed, even while
Alfonso was presiding over a Cortes at Seville, where the rebel
prince was formally disinherited; and the French Pope, Martin